
 

The Town of Hilton Head Island 
Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting 

Thursday, October 6, 2022, at 3:30 p.m. 
AGENDA 

 

The Parks & Recreation Commission meeting will be held in-person at Town Hall in the 
Benjamin M. Racusin Council Chambers. 

1. Call to Order 

2. Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag 

3. FOIA Compliance - Public notification of this meeting has been published, posted, and 
distributed in compliance with the South Carolina Freedom of Information Act and the 
requirements of the Town of Hilton Head Island. 

4. Roll Call 

5. Approval of Minutes 

• September 8, 2022 
 

6. Appearance by Citizens  

Citizens may submit written comments via the (Town's Open Town Hall Portal.) The Portal will 
close at 4:30 p.m., the day prior to the scheduled meeting.  Comments submitted through the 
Portal will be provided to the Commission and made a part of the official record.   

7. Reports 

8. Unfinished Business  

9. New Business  
a) Proposed Parks & Recreation Commission 2023 Meeting Schedule 
b) Mid-Island Park Recommendation – Jennifer Ray 
c) Parks and Rec 2022 Community Survey Results – Taylor Ladd 
d) Parks and Rec Master Plan Recommendation – Taylor Ladd 

10. Updates 

a) Staff Report – Taylor Ladd 

11. Park Commissioner Comments 

12. Adjournment 

Please note that a quorum of Town Council may result if four (4) or more Town Council members 
attend this meeting. 

file://ophion/karenk/Town's%20Open%20Town%20Hall%20Portal






















































































































































































































19. Would you support 
fee-based amenities to 
off-set maintenance or 
operational expenses?

20. Explain.

No

We pay taxes for these amenities. We regularly see added sales or 
splost taxes which are supposed to support these public spaces 
yet seldom have the fiscal responsibility or accountable 
management.  

Yes

We should have already been doing this. Every park we add 
increases our maintenance costs and spreads our current facilities 
maintenance staff even thinner.  I would especially be in favor of 
fee-based to increase surveillence and security.  We're even now 
working to add Barker Field from the county and be responsible 
for that maintenance. In turn we're giving up 2 waterfront parcels 
that I'm sure are valued significantly higher in an even swap with 
the county. This is not a good deal. 

Yes Who would run the amenities?
Would depend on what the "park" is for.

Yes
Y'all dona good job of keeping bathrooms clean and that's 
important

Yes
yes but only for some activities that make the most sense to 
charge for participation

Yes Yes but only if the costs were reasonable and full time residents 
were given significantly discounted rates compared to transients.

Yes Yes if residents of the Island have free access.

Yes
Yes we already have.  Please move forward with installing 
pickleball courts at Chaplin park. 

Yes
Yes, because visitors to the island use our amenities and should 
also participate in the expense of maintenance and operational 
expenses.  

Yes Yes, depending on the costs.

Yes
Yes, if the fees are reasonable, and Island residents are given 
discounted rates.
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21. Have you ever used 
the MyHHI app to report 
issues at a public park?

22. Explain.

No Aware of it, but have not felt the need to use it.
No But I have called Parks and Rec several times.  

No
Did not know about this. Will definitely be looking into it for any 
future issue with parks. 

No Did not know it existed until now.  
No Did not know of it's existence. 

No
Did not know such app existed, I will investigate and use it in the 
future.

No
Did not know that this was available. I will download now that I 
know about it.

No
Didn't know I could remove the blue walkway on Burke's beach! It 
takes away from the natural beauty! 

No Didn't know the app existed. Haven't had any issues at a park.
No Didn't even know about the app.
No Didn't even know that there was such a thing.
No Didnt know about it but I will now. 
No didn't know about the app
No Didn't know about this.
No didn't know it existed
No didn't know of site
No Didn't know the app existed !

No
Do not have or want a smart phone.  My cell phone is a phone 

 only to be used for emergencies

Yes

Excellent way to engage the public complementing Town staff 
eyes.  Has facilitated the role of the HHI bike ambassadors to 
report maintenance and safety issues directly to town facilities 
management team.  

Yes FANTASTIC!!!

No

For years I have reported issues with the leaking showers at 
Islander Beach Park, this year directly to personnel on site.  It is a 
real shame that ecologically minded (?) Hilton Head can 
continue to waste water in such a way.  The hoses are a much 
better and simpler option as they work well and are not as likely to 
have this issue.

No Have been in contact with Aaron Black on any park issues.  
No Have emailed or spoken directly to Town personnel.  

No
How does a new owner learn of it.  The town might provide a 
"welcome" packet ..guideline,    

No However, glad to know it is there, if I need to report an issue.
No However, I am aware of the app.
No I did not know about this app.
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21. Have you ever used 
the MyHHI app to report 
issues at a public park?

22. Explain.

No I did not know there is an app.
No I did not know this existed
No I didn't know about it before now.
No I didn't even know it existed.
No I didn't know this existed.

No
I do have the app and think it is a great idea.  Just haven't used it 
yet

No

I had an issue in 2019 where I was assaulted for asking a drunk 
tourist to move so my disabled wife could get by on the beach 
path to Folleyfield  beach. There are so many rude tourists that 
come to the island and have no regard for anything except 
getting drunk and partying. 

No I have called town hall
No I have heard of it, but never installed it
No I have it on my smartphone but have never needed to use it.

No
I have not used it but am aware that it exists and have 
downloaded it. Great thing to have!

No
I have the app but have not encountered an issue that would 
need reporting. 

No I have the app but have not had occasion to report an issue.
No I have used the app.
No I never knew I could report concerns to MYHHI.   

No I wasn't aware of any app that you were able to use to do this. 
No I wasn't even aware this exists
No I will download the app and learn how to use it.
No I would tho!
No I'll check out the app now that I know about it.
No It's great to know there is a way to report issues. 
No Never any issues 
No Never heard of it until now. Thanks!
No Never heard of the app
No No idea this existed.
No Not aware of the app; will try it though

Yes
 NOT USER FRIENDLY AND I AM COMPUTER LITERATE.

IS THAT ON PURPOSE

No
The ppl who care for the parks don't listen. They think closing 
fields(all at same time) is maintenance _nope

No This is the first time I have heard of the app.  I will check it out.
No This should be advertised more if this is possible
No Was not aware of it
No was not aware of this
No Wasn't aware of it
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21. Have you ever used 
the MyHHI app to report 
issues at a public park?

22. Explain.

No
We were unaware that this was available but will definitely look 
into this.

No will download it now for future reference

No
Would inform them after having multiple tournaments with few 
hundred people that they need more trash facilities  for large 
gatherings 

No Wow - didn't know about it. Just downloaded it:)
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23. What could the Town be doing better for the public parks?

 - Improve playground quality, kids have no interest in playing on current structures
- Improve accessibility to the playgrounds for kids with disabilities 
A better dog park would be appreciated. We could use grass and shade, seating areas. The 
current one is dirty and gets muddy.
A more visual presence of security
Add a pickleball court park.
Add parking fee at Coligny. Every other public parking at beaches charge to park. Too 

 crowded.
Change meters if they are staying in use to allow Debit/charge cards. Folks don't carry quarters 
around with them.
Add trails and hills for hiking & running to old golf course
Adding disc golf.  Not allowing tennis "pros" to monopolize the few courts at Chaplin.
Additional beach parking for locals 
Allow E-bike driving on Town's public pathways and all beach and community parks
Allowing Brandon Beat to install disc golf courses in our parks. 
As an infrequent user, I think the Town does ok with parks- maybe could remove more unused 
buildings and have even more greenspace
Ask for regular volunteers to monitor cleanliness and maintainance. Sort of Town Rep roles for 
parks.
Assure safety.
Be sure there is availability for parking/walkers to the Dolphin Head beach and Pine Island 
beach especially from the bluff walk during the Dolphin Head construction
Beach parking for residents. I see a lot of out of state cars without beach access stickers parked 
in non metered parking spaces. Especially at Islanders. How is that possible when there is a 
person at the entrance checking stickers.
Beach parking should be improved.  More pickle ball courts to meet the high demand.
Better care of what we have...check out the softball fields at Sun City to get an idea of what a 
good field looks like
Better fields for the kids to play their sports/games.  Artificial turf fields, better grass, etc.   
Better guides to what we already have 
Better handicapped and elderly access
Better maintenance of the above!
Better maintenance. Jarvis creek has trash overflowing a lot of the time, mid-island tract ( 
although not officially a park) needs mowing more often.

better paved and safer bike paths.  more bike paths.  senior softball fields. pickle ball courts.

Better policing or monitoring. No one should be shot for stopping a break in at his/her car.
build more mini parks - the lot on Main Street near Hilton Head Plantation is a perfect example. It 
could be developed into a small/mini park with benches - used for brief meditative walks, small 
picnics, or just sitting quietly.
Build more pickleball courts
Build pickle ball courts.
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23. What could the Town be doing better for the public parks?

Build pickleball courts! Thousands of tourists come here to play pickleball. They fill the temporary 
courts we set up at Island Rec and Hilton Head Park with 30-50 people standing around waiting 
to play on a daily basis. Most of the resorts on the island have already built their own pickleball 
courts. The fact that the town has not built any courts is shameful. This is unacceptable. 

Build the promised pickleball courts, but take into consideration that you may need more courts 
than originally planned because the numbers keep growing each year and some people limit 
their participation because of the crowded facilities.
Chaplin dog park needs more upkeep

 clean them &  
we do not need more parks  many are  already  not used 
Clean up.  I have had to contact Town Hall once already this year regarding poor maintenance 
at a town owned property.
Cleaner & landscaping. Especially north end. South end tourist parks get all attention.
Cleaning and maintenance.  Dedicate more parking spots for people who live on the island.  
Bring Big-Bands to venues.
Concert venue.
Consistently patrol parking, check meters and decals, give tickets and/or tow offenders.  Restrict 
shuttles from off-loading groups at residents parks (ie: Islanders).  Have non-residents pay for 
parking at all parks and use those funds for maintaining them.
Continue to offer variety with well-maintained parks.  
Cops, too many punks 

 Create a disc golf area 
Generate more live concert events
Dance venue(s) please
Do less!  

ENFORCE PARKING AND VALIDATION OF THE RESIDENTIAL STICKERS IN A CONSISTENT MANNER

Enlist more community involvement and support.  Just like we sweep the beach twice a year , 
we should volunteer to clean the parks.  
Enough parks!  All we need is a decent dog park that is clean and not filled with danger for 
dogs and humans.
Ensure Islanders needs are a priority 
Ensure safety in wooded parks with regular law enforcement patrol.
ensuring visitors clean up after themselves 
Expand visibility of hidden parks and interact with the adjacent communities.  Utilize additional 
Town owned lands to expand or reorganize existing parks. 
Focus more on the residents.
Focus more opportunities for residents rather than only tourists
Focusing on needs and desires of residents instead of tourists.
Food debris after festivals, that's all I can think of. 
For starters...Having Beaufort County Sherriff more accountable for patrolling these parks, 
especially those that are not closed off. Are we not paying them (BCS department) well?
From what I see, HHI is very involved, constantly involved with the parks since they are such a 
part of the island.  Maintaining that focus is important and difficult.
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23. What could the Town be doing better for the public parks?

Get more info about them all. 
Get more pickleball courts in!
Get professionals to design the parks and work with other cities to learn how they have 
improved their parks. Ask questions of experts such as Clemson University.  Get out of the past 
and into the fuure.Average is NOT good enough any more!!!!!!!! If you want money in this city 
and to improve the tax base you will have to attract a much higher level of resident who 
requires higher qualities of lifestyle.
Hats off to the team that maintains the parks.  They are always clean and well supplied.
The shelter cove park slide post hurricane has always been sad sight.  

Hire a police force exclusive to the island. Ensure better lighting for dusk and night-time use. 

Hosting more events 

I believe regular attention to all parks is the best practice. Also a comprehensive listing of all 
parks and amenities is really cool to have for residents and visitors alike. As stated previously, 
Greens Shell has occasionally seemed neglected. I hope this can be remedied.

I don't have the answer but there needs to be a better solution for dealing with dog owners who 
take their dogs to non-dog parks fields, and let them poop on them. The worst part is they don't 
clean up after pets. This is a SERIOUS health concern. 
I don't use any parks in the southern end of HHI, but would like the ex-golf course / future park at 
Dillon Rd. to be for walking, with bathroom facilities, good walking paths and some benches.  It's 
a beautiful location mid-island.

 I enjoy HHI parks! Overall everything is wonderful!
Upkeep of existing structures to stay clean & modern.
I feel they are generally well taken care of. 
I think possibly more promotional material sent out or posted to make people more aware of all 
the parks, maybe even brochures dedicated to just parks available on our island.
I think the parks are in very good shape.  We could use another dog park at the North end, but 
other than that my needs are being met.
I think the parks I use are very well maintained.  I love the artwork in Jarvis Park - although I have 
not seen an explanation of what it is to represent. Also, in Jarvis Park, I am sorry the wildflower 
meadows were not every spectacular - but I appreciate the initiative. Perhaps better 

 preparation of the ground would have brought better results.  
I wish Honey Horn had longer hours.   
I think the town does a great job maintaining the parks and keeping them clean. 
I think the town does a pretty good job overall. Continuing to obtain more space for parks I feel 
is a must to avoid overdevelopment. Improving and creating bike paths around the island is a 
must.  Of course we need a dedicated pickleball facility given the number of people who play 
this sport
I think the Town has done a decent job in the past couple years maintaining the parks and 
building new ones like the Lowcountry Celebration Park.
I think the town is doing a great job. One thing that comes to mind is educating all visitors about 
picking up their trash and items that they have brought to the beach!  
I think they do a good job. 
I use Jarvis Park for walking and it is excellent. 
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23. What could the Town be doing better for the public parks?

I would like to see the parks maintain a passive look that I believe is the most important asset of 
 Hilton Head Island.

The beauty of nature and wildlife is what brought my husband and I to Hilton Head!  I'd hate to 
see overgrowth destroy that beauty.
I would rather you address affordable housing, parks are in decent enough shape. Affordable 
housing not so much. 
I'd like to see town put more effort and dollars into maintaining what we already have before 
we push for more. Other smaller communities seem to have better facilities than we do. And 
they seem to find the money to maintain them better than we do. 
If possible, marketing to / fostering a better environment for young adults. It sometimes feels like 
things are catered <18 and 55+ only. 
If private funding is not forthcoming or is inadequate, i would like to see Mitchelville  be really 
made special and more of an attraction to people visiting the Island
I'll say it again, we need more than one tennis backboard.
Improve access via bicycle. From the north end, it's hard to get to most parks via bike or 
walking. We need safe ways to cross 278 and navigate Main Street from the schools to Beach 
City Road and beyone
Include some Pickleball in the future plans.  Since Bluffton is building a large full service facility, 
HHI does not need to dedicate land to a large complex but consider 10-12 courts.  We need 
courts other than the Rec Center & Adriana. 
Increase ability to get to a beach. Very few access points by public Park. 
Installing pickleball courts

It would be appreciated if the public parks could provide table/chairs, toilet facilities and 
drinking water.  It might also be advantageous to have a storage unit for sporting equipment.

Just keep them clean and maintained. For example, the mat to Islanders Beach is a mess. It is 
very hilly and unstable for walking with beach accessories. It is also not wide enough for all the 
traffic it gets. The police need to be more of a presence as many, many HHI rules are laws are 
broken. One glaring issue is the fishing at Islanders Beach during the 10-5 window. Fishing right 
where people are swimming. Talk about a shark attraction.

Keep celebration park safer. Lots of homeless hangout on benches near restrooms. There is a 
prostitute that frequents there. She is in a bikini and is very skinny. It is horrible to have her set up 
shop when little kids are all around. I don't want to see a bunch of homeless peeps on the 
beach at coligny beach park or celebration park taking up the benches for days on end

Keep full time residents in mind going forward.  The visitors that enjoy Hilton Head, understand 
what we are about, and often talk about the "feel" of the island.  Specifically, it not being similar 
to: Destin, FL; Myrtle Beach, SC; Daytona Beach, FL, etc...  Work hard to avoid being on that list.  
If full time residents, like myself, were to see Hilton Head becoming like the above cities; we 
would leave.  Along with us, our tax dollars and revenue.  The "feel" of the island would change, 
then the visitors.  Suddenly, everyone is eating fast food, riding go-carts, playing putt-putt golf.  
Not eating and non-chain restaurants, staying at expensive hotels and condos, and taking $150 
dolphin tours.  Let's avoid that.

Keep Islander for residents only. Consider residents first in making decisions.
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23. What could the Town be doing better for the public parks?

Keep up with cleaning the bathrooms and update older bathrooms like at Chaplin park and 
barker field
Keeping paths clear that you use to bike to the parks. Lots of paths is less used areas are 
covered over by brush and growth - example Gum Tree Road.
Keeping pathways clear of vegetation, tree roots, debris
Lampposts should be put in so people can run on trails at night. Update the park amenities. 
Some of the bathrooms are older and bugs can get in. 
Leave more natural areas and less playgrounds ¦we have enough of those
Leaving more natural habitats. 
Leaving the restroom facility open
Let local business sign up and pay reasonable prices
Limit dog access to certain beach areas
Limit or control access to parking. 
Limiting development.
Live patrols of the parks and beaches that have the authority to remove unruly individuals. Not 
sure if alcohol consumption is allowed on the beaches but it happens at all of them. Coliginy 
beach is the worst its wall to wall people getting drunk. I guess HHI is trying to be the new Myrtle 
beach. 

 Maintain the open space tracts on HHI
Priority should be on maintaining the beauty and open space that make this island so 

 beautiful.

Maintain the soccer fields 
Maintaining are athletic fields better.  Limit use of Residence Beach to residents including guests 

 who drop others off with gear and then park
across street in Port Royal old tennis court parking. 
Maintenance and upkeep 
Make decisions faster about new parks and improvements. You don't need to reinvent the 
wheel.
Make it for year-round Islander's only.
Make sure there is adequate parking at each Park.
Make them more inviting.  
Making people aware 
Managing parking. More vending machines, food trucks, etc. for convenience.
Marketing and promoting
Master plan for all parks to ambitious time wise.  Need more project prioritization to achieve 
better deliveries given the size of Town staff.  Focus on the most critical paths, spend $1m to add 
more usable pathways, toilets and water as Phase I of the new Mid Island park.  The idea is to 
start getting people into the park now while Town is rebuilding barker, crossings and chaplin 
supporting multiple sports activities.  Need an experienced parks director with overall 
responsibility for the town's parks- facilities and usage. 
maybe policing the main parks with security especially during the tourist season
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23. What could the Town be doing better for the public parks?

Maybe we citizens could volunteer to help keep parks clean and monitored, similar to the turtle 
 patrol volunteers?

There is too much development,  creeping in and destroying the natural habitats that make hhi 
so wonderful. 
Monitor dog hours on Fish Haul beach during the summer months.  
Monitor usage of parks to determine where there needs to be expanded or improved facilities 
(is a park being over or under used and why).  Promote ways to make facilities safe and 
develop better promotion of activities available at the parks, eg., thru more group activities like 
bike rides, tennis matches, lessons to give new comers access to sports.  Better partnership with 
vendors/sponsors/associations like USTA and USGA to develop regional events that can draw 
revenue to HHI.
More access to pickleball courts.
More baseball fields 
More bike paths that aren't the sidewalks for US Highways. The gated communities have lovely 
bike paths. People are looking for a path through woods or alongside bodies of water that 
aren't alongside roads.
More disc golf
More disc golf, there is one small park and it's great, just need more options. I live in a small VA 
town and we have close to 20 courses HHI has one. 

more leaving green space along and definitely less manipulating the land for constant usage of 
humans.  We have enough of that on this island and is diminishing the attraction over time.

More long range planning.  If we desire to attract young families we need more sports fields and 
recreational parks.  
More maintenance and the use of volunteers 
More monitoring and maintenance
more parking
More parking for residents only
More places to lock up bikes
More recycling. Need recycling at all parks. Water bottle refill stations at all parks. Dog poop 
recepticles
more safety personell 
more seating, more shade
More security and enforcing the laws and rules already in place.
More things for youth programs like baseball fields and an aquatic center draw younger families 
to live on the island.
More visible security and law enforcement as well as enforcement of litter, excessive speeding 
on island, at beaches, and on walking/biking trails. Having more is not necessarily better if 
existing can be made more enjoyable for both residents and visitors. May require stronger law 
enforcement presence and partnership with PRC, Resorts and Town Government for safety in 
minimizing crime and unsafe activities on the entire island.
My use of the public parks now goes back over 35 years, so I have certainly seen the vast 
improvements and upgrades. Good job. 
Need a dedicated pickleball complex that has been promised for several years.
Need dedicated pickleball courts ( permanent nets, lined dedicated courts). 
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23. What could the Town be doing better for the public parks?

Not allow a private organization to run the baseball fields.
not closing them/Lighting them
Nothing
Nothing comes to mind. We are fortunate to have the so many amenities on Hilton Head Island, 
and the parks are well-maintained.  
Observation of other communities and what/ how they use space!! For instance Tybee 
Island!!?? Have a disc â›³ golf course and people travel from all around to go/ play there!! Why 
not here!! Also Hardeeville!!  I ( just my thought) think if you ( town) figure a way to make $$$ 
money off it you will have it !! Gave info years ago ,the name of my friend who designed and 
built   4 disc â›³ golf courses in my hometown ( Huntsville AL) they said as stated before!! Who 
would come here and play Frisbee??!!! Humm
Offer more family concerts. 
Our primary use of public parks is our beaches. I think we are doing a great job keeping our 
beaches in good condition. Our bike paths are in reasonably good condition. The Shelter Cove 
park is in good condition. I can't speak to other parks on HHI because we don't use them 
frequently.
Overall a pretty decent job. We enjoy a lot of what the Island has to offer. 
Parking
Parking, residents take priority over visitors, increase fees and tow cars!
Parking ¦ ¦. for residents during busy seasons.
Patrol for trash more often.
Pay Joe more. Dude always working hard.

 Perhaps some staffing at busy times to make sure people clean up after themselves
and obey the rules. 
Pickleball courts
pickleball faciliy
Please consult with experts and do the research regarding successful public tennis/pickleball 
facilities in communities like ours.
Please continue to mow and maintain the Union Cemetery golf course for those of us walk 
there.
PLEASE keep water in the  œriver   at Celebration! We have taken our grandchildren soooo 
many times and it is usually turned off!
promote locations and activities included
Provide drinking water access 
Provide more culture and history to our pubic spaces
Provide more pickleball courts
Provide residents a space where they do not have to compete with tourists to access
Provide year round option for soccer. At least one park open.
public parking
Publicizing them to the public
Publicizing them.
Put needs for locals ahead of tourists
Put the dome up over the pool so ALL of us can use it year round.
Put workforce housing on the edge of some of them.
Recycling. 
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23. What could the Town be doing better for the public parks?

Remember that not everyone on the island is into tennis/pickleball or golf.  Add a paddle 
board/kayak launch to Old House pier.
Repair and maintain our current parks before adding new ones.  
Safe and secure 
Safety
Security

 Security surveillance.
I have seen multiple examples of alcohol use on the beach, glass containers on the beach, 
dogs off leash, crime issues in beach parking lots.
Seems like everyone wants Pickleball and it needs a space of its own due to noise.  I guess it 
disturbs tennis players during their backhands.
So often peaceful beach time is disturbed by folks ignoring the rules/guidelines:  loud music, 
loud disturbing air traffic, dogs off leash, bullying, limited or no personal space.  The 
walking/biking paths have become dangerous with motorcycles, electric skateboards & 
scooters speeding and weaving past walkers.  My son was swarmed by three pit bulls while 
walking our two dogs on the pathway along Gumtree road.  Work to create a safe 
environment.  
Some of the parks don't have restrooms.  They are very nice to have access to when on a bike 
ride.

Stop adding more, take a break and see what the true maintenance costs are to the town and 
it's homeowners and how our current staffing can handle these additional facilities. 

Stop building them. Keep land passive and natural. We have enough and don't need more 
sports courts and gathering spaces to support tourists while forgetting about residents. 

Take away the parking meters and allow only residents at Islanders beach park
Take over maintenance of county parks
The bike paths in many areas need resurfacing and need to be pulled away from 278.
The current amenities are amazing!
The dog park could be maintained better.  No mulch has been put down this year and it is sort 
of a dust bowl.
The dog park needs supervision.  Some dogs are very aggressive as well as their owners, we will 
not use the dog part nor does our Vet, for the same reasons.
The mid island tract, while awaiting construction, is out of control and dangerous with downed 
trees and weeds covering paths 
The parks themselves are maintained pretty well, but the pathways to them are usually littered 
with trash that is left for months before someone gets it picked up.
The Town does an excellent job with parks and pathways!
The Town has done an outstanding job with improvements at Crossings since taking over from 
Beaufort County. 
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23. What could the Town be doing better for the public parks?

The Town is doing an exceptional job and I believe if the Town can educate the disadvantaged 
residents, especially  low income families and youth. These families that visit the Sandalwood 
Community Food Pantry weekly, live in stressful social and economic conditions that have 
limited their ability to acquire the leisure skills, knowledge, confidence, respect, time and 
resources needed to participate in recreation and leisure in our parks. So why not bring it to 
where they feel confident to come every week and allow them to be part of growing the very 
foods they receive? Again, a win-win for all in our Beloved Community. 

The Town is doing an outstanding job with our public parks.  I think it would be good if there 
were more focus on including "special spots" that might have a statue or a bridge or a bench or 
something that provides a place for people to slow down.  A place where people could take a 
few moments to honor someone whose good work lives on or to think about something that 
happened that reflects the values that Hilton Head Island was built on.  A place that people will 
walk away from with the feeling that their heart has been touched.

The town should charge for parking at all of the beach parks to pay for beach cleanup and 
facilities maintenance. Residents with a current Islanders beach sticker should be allowed to 
park for free at all of the public parks. 
The town should consider charging parking fees for beach parking, especially on the south end, 
to help pay for beach cleanup and facilities maintenance. Residents with a current Islanders 
Beach sticker should be allowed to park for free at all the public parks.
They do a great job

They do a great job!  Aaron and his team have really stepped up the maintenance at the parks.

Things are nice now, but new cycling options in the parks would be great.
Town does a pretty good job with what is here. Perhaps they could offer more parking at the 
beaches.
Trash collection at Jarvis Park.  

Trees provide nice shade in many areas but Perhaps some canopies for relief from the sun. I've 
 seen this at Florida playgrounds.

I'd like to see more walking areas similar to Forest Preserve in SeaPines and Audubon trails. 

Understand the demand for pickleball based on the lines of people waiting to play everyday at 
the Dec center and Adrianna.  It's not that hard. Please move forward and add courts as 
planned at Chaplin.  
Update and add more playgrounds to the north end of HHI. 
Update them, get rid of the brush that blocks visibility and keep non-paying beach goers out of 
designated parking areas. 
Upgrade
Upkeep, mowing especially the  œpark   off Union Cemetery Road which has paths but the 

 whole area is not mowed.
The ponds are disgusting with algae and overgrown.
upkeep.  Barker Field and the Crossings Park need renovation so we can host events like Oscar 
Frazier Park does.
Walking/biking trails
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23. What could the Town be doing better for the public parks?

We are pretty pleased with things as is.  
We need ice hockey and beach volleyball 
We need some restaurants and places to eat at the beaches. 
We need to keep more areas preserved but within this preservation make them accessible to 
be enjoyed by nature lovers.
Why are the parking spaces at the end of Burke's Beach road closed??? Safety has not been an 
issue despite town council claims.
With the popularity of pickleball, it looks like we need more parks with a lot of pickleball courts. 
Also I know public land with deep water access is hard to find, but at least one more boat ramp 
would be nice. 
Year round enforcement of parking rules.  Better enforcement of the beach/park rules related 
to trash, and more visible trash stations that encourage people to not litter because the trash 
facilities are visible and convenient.
Yes.
You are doing great!
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24. Do you have any other comments for the Parks and Recreation Commission?
1) WE NEED MORE PICKLEBALL COURTS. MY EXPERIENCE WITH VISITORS IS THAT THEY ARE
SHOCKED AT HOW LITTLE PICKLEBALL IS AVAILABLE ON HHI. WE ARE REALLY BEHIND THE TIMES
WITH THIS.
2) THE ISLAND REC CTR IS VERY WELL RUN. STAFF DOES A GREAT JOB WITH THE GYM AND THE
POOL. I USE IT OFTEN, AND IT IS A REAL ASSET TO OUR TOWN.

Again, concert venue.  Also, a real market with produce, crafts, etc. on Saturdays somewhere 
on the Island, like they have in Greenville, SC.  The Island used to use the mall for a lot of things - 
like dog shows, book festivals, etc.  We don't have any of those things anymore.  I feel the Island 
has taken a big step backwards in the 13 years we've lived here.  

As a full time resident adjacent to new planned park on Marshland Rd, I am concerned about 
possible drug deals or other crime happening there after dark. We will need more sheriffs driving 
past that area regularly after dark. Drug deals happened in my old development's parking area 
just off Leg-O-Mutton. We need bike path on both sides of the road there or will see increase in 
cars hitting bicycles trying to cross over. Start them at the safer  Leg-O-Mutton intersection and 
Mathews intersection. 
As always, please monitor and protect parking for residents with tags at Islander's Beach
As an active (road) cyclist I'd like to see more bike lanes/additional pavement added (similar to 
Pope Ave.) as roads undergo improvements and re-paving.

Bicycle playgrounds and pump tracks is what we need for the families that have cyclists in the 
family.  Those guys from PumpTrax USA are the ones to call, they did the pump track in Rock Hill.

Continue recommending the appointment of a single parks director.  Help with the prioritization 
of parks rebuild rollout.  Help establish parks and recreation marketing to raise awareness and 
get more people- residents and visitors into and using our great parks system. Figure out who is 
responsible for the public pathways. They have no "home."
Could put a world class disc golf course where run down planters row is. Disc golf spans the age 
ranges from 6-70 years old and everywhere in between. Lots of visitors ask if we have a nice 
course and I have to point them off the island 
Definitely do not want bluffton residents to have beach passes .. 
Disc golf 
Disc Golf, Disc Golf, Disc Golf.
Doing great

Food trucks, and farmers markets (on the weekends) would be a great addition to offerings.    
Those of us that live and work here can't take advantage of offerings during the work week.

for a town of 40,000 and the average age of +55 I do not believe the town needs any more 
parks than those  which already exist. Many pf the newer parks seem to be basically for the 
tourists. I beleive we can use this money wanting tome spent on parks for filling other needs the 
town already has 

get some environmentalists on the commission to consider some alternative use for properties.  

Got to get a handle on the homeless population on the island. Feel very unsafe Ada single 
middle aged female especially on any trails biking or walking.
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24. Do you have any other comments for the Parks and Recreation Commission?
Great job!
HHI has done a great job with parks and rec!
Hilton Island is fortunate to have so many nice parks and natural venues. I appreciate getting 
the opportunity to provide feedback to the Parks & Recreation Commission. I look forward to 
visiting the mid-island tract when it opens up.
I am not sure this was a well designed survey...it really was focused on the people that use the 
Town Parks, but it may be helpful to understand the type of people that use these 
parks...residents, or tourists.  Their needs and wishes may be different.  Once you have a handle 
on the demographics of Town Park users, you could learn how to better meet their needs.  For 
those who do not use the Town Parks, is there a specific need that is not being met?  Maybe 
they are just more homebodies...or have mobility issues that keeps them in the home or local 
community?
I am one of those people who would like the town to devote more time resources ad planning 
for workforce housing rather than continuing to open new parks with the exception of 
expanding bikepaths and walking trails.
I am very happy with the Hilton Head parks. My frustration is that I have to travel 40 minutes or 
more to play disc golf my favorite pastime. Thank you for giving residents a chance to voice 
opinions. 
I appreciate the wonderful parks here and how well they are maintained.
I believe there should be a nonsmoking ban at the beaches to eliminate all the cigarette butts 
left in the sand. 

I have lived on the island for about 25 years. When I arrived the emphasis was to maintain the 
character introduced by Charles Fraser; preserve the natural ambiance of the Island. That 
included limiting size and height of buildings, not allowing trees to be removed for the 
convenience of developers, keeping the traffic corridors free of business signage. All that has 
gone the way of the dodo bird in the helter skelter search for ways to increase the capacity 
and amenities that will attract more tourists. We do NOT have to be the biggest tourist 
attraction in the world. We should be striving to be the best. We would not have the incredible 
traffic problems we have on the 278 corridor if you did not insist on constantly bringing more 
tourists here. Growth does not equal success, mostly it equals trouble.

I have only been inHHI 12 months, but have been impressed with the parks   My only comment 
is to be sure to fund maintaining the jewels that are currently in place before adding more 
facilities.  
I really belive that Hilton Head Island has done a great job of providing the parks and amenities 
that we have today. all the land that the town has bought over the years to keep it from being 
developed has made an incredible difference in the way the island looks today. I know there 
are new parks being planed on land that the town has purchased and i commend the town for 
this program. More trees less cement.

 I really enjoyed the kick ball tournament held earlier this year.
Island Rec center has some very good teachers (Debbie, ...)
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24. Do you have any other comments for the Parks and Recreation Commission?
I see no value or useful purpose in this survey. It is a waste of your time, my time, and the time of 
anyone taking the survey, not to mention any town funds that are being spent to accomplish. 
The town spent 2 1/2 + years gathering resident/visitor/tourist input for P&R which culminated in 
the town Our Plan Master Plan for P&R being adopted by the Town Council. We should now be 
focusing all our resources in executing that plan. This survey is not adding a single step forward 
towards accomplishing that work. In fact, why are you doing this survey? Will any of the 
information you gather change the OPMP for P&R? If yes, please explain how so. If no, I suggest 
you suspend the survey.
I think it is important to identify whether it would be residents or tourists who use the existing 
parks, and which of the two would use any new parks.  We have so many visitors now, in 
addition to the housing and resident growth, that I think it would be detrimental to build new 

 parks in order to draw more tourists.
 
For that matter, assuming that tourists would use any new facilities, a new tax on Island hotels 
should be considered- - - to be used as funding for any new park or facility system. 

I think our park system is terrific and was pleased to read that there would soon be a park on 
Wild Horse.   I would like to see small parks in underserved communities with those  communities 
deciding what amenities they would like.  Wild Horse would be a great spot for a public pool!

I think the Commission is doing a wonderful job
I think the parks are great. They're always clean and we'll maintained and the staff I engage 
with are great.  One suggestion for revenue...how about letting Beach Patrol company sell ice 
cream?

I think you have done an outstanding job. Hoping mid Island park with have a little for every 
age. I hear great things about Celebration Park. Please do not take away from the peace and 
serenity(at times) of Jarvis Creek. Happy to let young people have their space in newer parks. 

I was really impressed with the power washing at Jarvis Creek Park.  I love the new art interest 
and the new swing and picnic area.  Keep up the good work.  These community parks are a 
great addition to my daily life.
I was very pleased to see the green basket beach litter program, I enjoy walking on the beach 
and feel my walk has a purpose.
I would like to see more residents sticker parking at ALL the beaches as it's hard to get a place 
on the weekends at Islanders. Not everyone can be there early "to get a parking place". Since 
COVID, there has been an increase resident Stickers.
I would love to see additional ball fields at Crossings Park.

I would pay a fee to play at a well-maintained disc golf facility, which should include a small 
pro shop with disc golf supplies to encourage use and to generate revenue to offset costs.  

If not already, Then HHI should be at our fill with parks. After all, the visitors don't live here year 
round. Give the residents a chance to enjoy without visitors or fewer.
I'm a senior citizen, living alone, who had knee replacement this spring. I frequent Islanders 
beach but avoid the steps and ramps (twice the number of steps). I "blaze" my own, flat trail 
through the playground area and wood chips to the three steps after the bathhouse. Maybe a 
flat pathway, around the bathhouse could be designated?
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24. Do you have any other comments for the Parks and Recreation Commission?
 In general the Island

 is lucky to have so many beautiful, well designed and maintained parks. I look forward to 
seeing the plans for the new mid island park.

Instead of using all 97 acres for a "Central Park" at mid Island tract, use the back 30 or 40 acres 
for workforce housing. It'll benefit this island significantly more both near term and long term. 
The tiny tract by the post office will do little to solve our workforce housing needs, it's too small. 

Is there a way to  fix the water rinse off stations at Islander's.  So many people do not know how 
to turn off the water and one has been broken all summer.  That is a lot of waste going on at 
that one park.
Islander Beach Parking should be extended to neighborhoods that are Hilton Head addresses.   
Ex.  Moss Creek residents can't get a parking permit though they are in HH that appears to be a 
liess than fair  exclusion. 
it is stated above
It is wonderful that the park district seeks community input from residents to develop and 
enhance our island amenities.
It may help to have focus groups with residents to draw out issues and ideas for making HHI a 
model park community.  We have the best natural park -- the gorgeous beach, yet it's hard to 
access and there are very few public/community events that take advantage of our most 
impressive asset. 
It seems like we have been surveyed a lot regarding the same topics and interests.
Just stop building on the island. Enough is enough.
Keep a balanced focus on the needs of visitors and residents.  Visitors put a lot of money into 
the community, but let's not forget who pays the taxes.  
Thanks for asking!

 Keep it simple. 
  keep expenditures transparent to avoid corruption. 

Thanks
Keep the parks current, accessible, safe and exclusive for paying residents. Give visitors a place 
too. The whole visitor drop off from the Marriott and other surrounding vacation shuttles is 
trashing up our world renowned beach parks and it's sad to see. 
Keep the space at Union Cemetery Road and 278 a natural space. There are so many beautiful 
animals and birds that home there. Use the front park along Union Cemetery for any 
facilities/gathering/program areas. Leave the back 3/4 for enjoyment of the beauty it has. Fix 
the pathways for walking/biking. Don't put a concert pavilion in the middle of the space. So 
unnecessary- build something like that on the south end, where all the tourists populate. We 
have Shelter Cove for other festivities. It is so a shame that anything has to be done with the 
Union Cemetery space at all. 
keep up the good work!
Keep up the good work!  
Keep up the good work.  I worked in parks & rec for 20+ years.  The behind the scenes palnning 
and maintenenace does not go unnoticed.  
Keep working at it.  It is work, but hopefully a labor of love.
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24. Do you have any other comments for the Parks and Recreation Commission?
Leave the 102 acres natural  ,walking park  to see wildlife ..  we dont need pavalions  & other 

 structures 
 You need only to spend money to fix the restrooms 

we do not need to spend anywhere near the suggested 100 million dollars!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Look at other communities parks!!! Not all bout $$$$$!! It is about the people!! My thought are, 
we need large community pool/ lazy river type thing and a nice disc golf course
Looking forward to the new park at the North End off Matthews!
Love the pathways.
Make a genuine commitment to pickleball.
Make sure whatever is added is for the enjoyment of residents, not tourists.  
Make the parks better known.  Have local magazines run a contest for people to identify where 
an amenity is located ?  Engage the public to take advantage of our parks. 
Many great improvements this year at the Beach Parks. Much appreciated. The pavilion at 

 Islanders was a great addition, along with clearing out some of the dead brush,etc.
One more improvement at Islanders: the residents that walk into the park, need a separate 
path. They walk in where the cars come in and it is a dangerous situation. Something could be 
done about that.
MAY NOT APPLY HERE BUT I WOULD FEEL A LOT SAFER IF WE HAD AN ON-ISLAND POLICE FORCE 
FUNDED BY THE TOWN BUDGET. THE CRIME AND DRUG ISSUES ARE TROUBLESOME
More creative ideas.
More disc golf
More public PickleBall ball courts possibly @ The Barker Field complex 
More spaces or areas that provide shade, even without seating (such as to picnic, etc.) in the 
larger parks like celebration.
More swimming and bike lanes
Need 100 pickleball courts asap 
Need more baseball fields.
Need to not overdevelop the island.  Hope we can keep the small town appeal that drew us 
here.
Not sure what what will happen with the old Cross Island Parkway office building -- but -- it 
would be a great place for restrooms and water for bikers/runners/walkers in that area ... since 
restrooms and water locations are few and far between The Crossings Park and anywhere near 
the North End.
One of the appealing things about relocated in to HHI was the park system.  
Our island has become over built and the need to retain natural settings and places for quiet 
enjoyment of the beauty of the island is important. The mass number of tourists makes the more 
popular parks impossible for locals to enjoy a good part of the year. If we overbuild our 
recreational areas with sports courts, pavilions, venues, etc., we will destroy what we all came 
here for...the natural beauty. 
Overall, we think the Town is doing a very good job of managing the park and recreation 
facilities and are especially pleased with the direction we believe we see under the new Town 
Manager.
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24. Do you have any other comments for the Parks and Recreation Commission?
Park access needs to be emphasized for all residents.  If concentrating particular uses within a 
certain park (ie Crossings for baseball, etc), let us make that a world class facility.  Passive parks 
will still predominant for most neighborhood areas.  Programming and management of many 
active parks makes the most out of the spaces for the most users.   
Parking at beaches should not be free
Partnering with some local restaurants for food options would be great.    
Pickleball is the fastest growing sport in the country!  Why has HHI done nothing to address this 
need?  Think of the tourism you could bring in if you had quality facilities?
Planning something amazing for our baseball association would be my #1. My kids will be too 
old to use it when it is actually accomplished, but the facilities need more - just all around.  
SUPPORT THE LOCALS
Please add disc golf!
Please consider expanding the pool hours on weekends. I am told the rec pool is the biggest 
money maker at the rec enter. So why is it barely open on weekends??? Anyone who is working 
has few options for using the pool. Would there be a consideration of a splash pad or two for 
the little ones?
Please give us some more options for disc golf
Please install new Pickleball courts at Chaplin Park.  They will fill up immediately, and be greatly 
appreciated.
Please make public access to pickleball courts a priority. Visitors who come here cannot 
believe that the Island doesn't have more pickleball opportunities. It is the fastest growing sport 
in the country. 

Please prioritize protecting and preserving the natural habitats on which our local wildlife rely. 

Provide ample park space/amenities for north island full time residents/families.
restrict the islanders beach for the year round islanders; if outsiders still get in, charge them $100 

 ticket or tow them.
need more security at islanders beach park
safety 
Since we are part-time residents (18-20 weeks per year) we ask that all property owners be 
viewed equally whether they are full-time or part- time. We have owned our home on the island 
for 13 years.  I would hate to lose our access to Islanders Beach Park and any other recreation 
facility just because we are not full-time residents.
Stop growing the town's expense budget,   
Take a look at who decides who and when they can be used. Please
Thank you for all you do already, but bigger and more, more, more isn't always better.
Thank you for keeping our town & parks beautiful!
Thank you for letting the public have a chance through this survey convey their ideas and 
concerns for our beautiful Island.
Thank you for making the parks on Hilton Head so amazing. Your parks are some of the reasons 
we most love living here!! 
Thank you for what you do!
Thank you for what you do. My grandchildren appreciate it too. As. In any endeavor we can 
always do better. We need to get younger parents actively involved. This is no longer a strictly 
retirement community. Something I stressed 30+ years ago. 
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TO:  Parks and Recreation Commission 
FROM: Taylor Ladd, Project Manager 
VIA: Jennifer Ray, Capital Program Manager 
VIA: Shawn Colin, Assistant Town Manager-Community Development 
DATE: September 26, 2022 
SUBJECT: Parks and Recreation Master Plan Recommendations 

RECOMMENDATION:  

The following is a synopsis of the Parks and Recreation Commission’s (Commission) 
annual review of the Parks + Recreation Master Plan (Master Plan). 

Staff recommends the Commission approve this list as their recommended additions and 
prioritized items for future updates to the Master Plan and forward it to Town Council for 
consideration. 

1. Parks: Existing and Proposed 
• Chaplin Community Park program should include maintaining two (2) 

basketball courts. 
• Any Town work at Historic Mitchelville Freedom Park (HMFP) should follow 

the adopted HMFP Master Plan. 
• There should be no consideration given to use the Mid-Island Tract property 

for debris management. 
• Park classifications should be revised to include a culture/historic 

classification, as well as reconsideration of current park classifications to 
better match their primary uses. 

2. Recreation Facilities 
• Consider adding counters or conducting a count to determine pathway use 

in key locations. 
• Sand volleyball does not need high prioritization as it does not appear to be 

a high-demand recreation facility. 

3. Programming 
•  None 
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4. Funding 
• Consider adopting a policy to guide and specify criteria for granting naming 

rights to private entities for parks and/or recreation facilities. 

5. Maintenance & Operations 
• Continue to review and address staffing needs for parks and recreation at 

maintenance and operations levels.  
• Prioritize marketing and communications for the Island’s parks and 

recreation.  

SUMMARY:  

The Commission met on September 8, 2022 to hold their annual review of the Master 
Plan as outlined in the Workbook. From this discussion, staff developed a synopsis for 
the Commission to use in formulating their recommendations. 

BACKGROUND:  

The Commission adopted a Work Plan for the 2022 calendar year. The purpose of the 
Work Plan is to focus the Commission on key topics and training, with annual review of 
the 2019 Parks and Recreation Master Plan Parts 1-4 (Master Plan), pertaining to and/or 
in support of their duties outlined in the Town’s Municipal Code Section 8-7-20.1.a.  

To facilitate this duty, a Workbook was provided to the Commission to use as a working 
version of the Final Recommendations and Action Items presented in the Master Plan, 
adopted in October 2020. 

In fulfillment of this duty, the Commission has used the Workbook to facilitate their annual 
review of the Master Plan and recommendation for Town Council’s consideration for the 
future of the Island community’s investment in parks and recreation.  
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